










When war was declared, Wyatt (son no. 4) had four children with another on the way - hence he didn't see 
any overseas duty - he was, however, a Sergeant in the Home Guard, a very important job.  
 
Leslie Joseph (son No. 3) was the next to go overseas.  He worked as a postal worker, who taught himself 
morse code.  His call to arms came in March 1942 when he enlisted in the NZ Army entering camp in 
Auckland on 1/4/1942.  No, it was not an April Fools Joke!  After some weeks of training he was sent as 
a motor bike rider to Divisional Signals which would have been interesting, as he wasn’t really an 
experienced bike rider! The motor cycle course continued until he reported in October 1942 to Trentham 
to join the NZEF 24th Battalion “C” Company, the same as his brother, embarking overseas to the Middle 
East in January 1943 where he was a radio operator and motor bike message deliverer.  His Morse code 
experience came in really handy!  A VIP no less!     After fighting many battles in the desert, and in his 
spare time playing rugby, and strumming his guitar, his Company was sent to Italy in 1944 where he was 
wounded and repatriated to a hospital in England.   That’s where his war came to an end, as he was sent 
home in the hospital ship ‘Toranto’ arriving back in NZ February 1945.   

                             

                           
 
               Leslie Gurney                                              Leslie (to the left) and another solider in Egypt 
 
Uncle George (son No. 5) also enlisted and was sent overseas, possibly to the Middle East.  He was one 
of the last brothers to be sent.  He was attached as a Gunner Heavy A.A. (I think that means Heavy 
Artillery).  His experience as a Gunner would make a great story to be told another time.  Fortunately all 
the brothers came back to NZ relatively unscathed, although my dad Les came back minus a thumb! 
  
By Lesley Haldane (daughter of Leslie) and Gil Gurney (son of Wyatt) 
 
 
DNA RESULTS 
One thing that we Gurneys who descend from Ann Gurney can be sure of is that our surname is not 
Gurney! Ann produced Mary Ann (christened 1810), Joseph (christened 1812) and William (christened 
1815), all illegitimate. Shortly after the birth of William, Ann married Joseph Buswell, so I have assumed 
that he was likely to be William’s father. But I could not make the same assumption for Joseph Gurney, 
my blood relation, mainly because Joseph Buswell had married someone else in 1811. 
 
In September, the magazine Your Family Tree alerted its readers to Ancestry.com’s half price offer on 
dna testing. So I plucked up the courage and decided to make the investment.  
 
Only men inherit the Y chromosome from their father, but both men and women inherit Mitochondrial 
dna from their mother, and both these can be tested.  
 



Our chromosomes consist of repeated patterns of molecules named A, C, G and T, arranged in the famous 
helix. Some of the patterns determine how we develop, but quite a lot of the helix does not do anything 
and is technically know as junk. An observant scientist noted that at some places in the junk, there are 
repeated occurrences of a given pattern, and even more observantly, note that the length of these 
repetitions varies very slightly. DNA testing companies got together and decided on particular places 
where these repetitions occur in the helix, and called these places Markers. Descendants generally inherit 
the same pattern of markers, but sometimes there is one of these variations. This enables genealogists to 
check whether people may be from the same ancestor (if they have a very similar pattern of markers), and 
how long ago their common ancestor may be (by variation in the length of the repeat at each marker). 
 
I sent off the order, and about 2 weeks later, I received two sets of 3 swabs, one for Y chromosome 
testing, and one for Mitochondrial testing. You have to rub each swab firmly against the inside of your 
cheeks and lip to pick up the cell samples. I did this before breakfast one day (to avoid contamination 
with bacon and eggs cells) and sent them off. Ancestry had sent me vouchers denominated in Dollars to 
pay the return post, which rather confused my local post office.  
 
When the results were ready a few weeks later, I was told that I could download them from the Ancestry 
website. They deduced that my Y chromosome group is R1b, which is shared by about half the men in 
Europe, common as muck. Ancestry also told me that they could see about 250 faint matches in their 
database. The closest was a man in Canada, but not a very close match. 
 
There is also a link to the Sorensen database (they did the actual tests for Ancestry), and that showed over 
900 matches.  
 
So imagine my astonishment to see that the first 4 matches, the best of the 900, were for men in America 
called either Boswell or Buswell. There were family trees attached, and this showed that Mr Buswell 
(match 3) only went back four generations, so could not help with a link with me. But the three Boswell 
matches went back 6 generations to a common ancestor Abrahan Buswell, who went back a further 6 to 
Isaac Buswell, who emigrated from Husband Bosworth to America in 1638.  
 
If true, this is fantastic news, leaping over two hurdles in my family tree at one bound. It seems to show 
that Joseph Buswell was indeed Joseph Gurney’s father and that Joseph Buswell is linked to the Buswells 
who lived from 1500 to 1700 in Leicestershire. I had done a lot of work on them, but had not been able to 
link them to Joseph. Now, I can go back about 500 years, although I have no idea of the path taken. There 
is also a tenuous link in the IGI from the Leicestershire Buswells to Yorkshire Bosvilles, who allegedly 
go back to Robert and Martin de Bosville, companions of William the Conqueror. Allegedly. 
 
But it is not a very close match to the Boswells. The score is 32 out of 37 markers, which isn’t placed 
very highly by the statisticians. I don’t know if matching four people at that score counts for anything 
extra, or if the surname match counts either. I could do with a Y dna test for one of William Gurney’s 
descendants to confirm that Joseph Buswell was the father. Also, more Buswell tests would help to 
confirm the link. 
 
So, best not get excited. Really. But I can’t help it! 
 
By Chris Gurney 
 
THE GURNEYS IN FIRST WORLD WAR by Stephen Harper-Scott 
We have recently celebrated the 90th anniversary of the end of the First World War but how did the War 
affect the Gurneys.  
 
The Commonwealth War Graves site lists 106 Gurneys as losing their lives on active service but how 
many of these fit into our trees. Though there are appear to be at least one that should, I can not find the 
link: 



Harry Ephraim Gurney died the December 7th, 1915 aged 21. He is recorded as the son of Margaret 
Gurney of 11 Clarence Road, Teddington and the late Ephraim Daniel Gurney. 
 
Note: Ephraim appears at one time to have been a favourite family name. 
 
Amongst those that did come back from the War was my mother’s uncle, Frank Gurney, who was a 
captain with the Royal Artillery. His sister, my gran, also played her part in the war effort she became a 
nurse with a Red Cross Hospital in Birmingham. I have a photograph of a group of the nurses and gran is 
the seated on the ground (fourth from the left). I also have a medal that could have belonged to her. 
 

  
 
 
Help Wanted 
Can anybody help me to find a link between the Winwick Gurneys and those from Kings Sutton, also in 
Northants, as my mother has Gurneys on both sides of her family as one of her father’s sisters, Ethel 
Everitt, married a Joseph Victor Henry Gurney.  Joseph, who was for many years the station master at 
Banbury, was the son of Thomas Gurney who was born at Kings Sutton in 1860 and married Charlotte 
Hall in 1883. He to was a railwayman and was for many years the station master a Aynhoe, a station that 
was closed with the Beeching’s cuts of the 1960s. So far I have been able to go back a further two 
generations to another Thomas Gurney, born at Kings Sutton in 1805 and married Elizabeth Sumner in 
1828. He died in 1885. 
 
Having recently got in contact with a representative from the Winwick Parish Council I learnt they 
regularly get requests for information on the Gurney family and soon I have offered to help in anyway I 
can. One of the people to get in contact via Winwick was Penny Clark. Her great great aunt was Hannah 
Clarke, who in 1850 married Benjamin Gurney, who was the son of Samuel and Elizabeth (nee Garrett). 
He and Hannah were to have three daughters: Emma, Ellen (born 1854) and Charlotte Matilda (born 
1856). Benjamin, who died at the age of just 28 and was buried at Winwick on October 4th, 1856, 
grandparents were Benjamin Gurney and Mary Arthur. 
 
Finally I would like to welcome Ray to our number: Ray’s great great aunt, Agnes Elizabeth Ashby, was 
the wife of Jessie Herbert Gurney. They had married in 1902 and Jessie was the grandson of Herod. 
 
E-mail your contributions and comments to sjharperscott@msn.com 
 
© Stephen Harper-Scott, Lesley Haldine, Gil Gurney, Chris Gurney and the Winwick Gurney 


