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Communities worried approval for eight turbines is just the start
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CAMPAIGNERS fear that 
granting permission for 
eight wind turbines near 
Yelvertoft is the first step 
towards dozens of turbines 
blotting the landscape 
across the district. 

On Tuesday planning in­
spector Paul Jackson gave Your 
Energy permission to build the 
125-metre turbines on land to 
the west ofYelvertoft. 

In his report he said Day­
entry District Council (DOC) 
was wrong to reject the plans 
due to their impact on Stan­
ford Hall and gardens and that 
he could find no other reason 
not to give permission. 

The worry is that now one 
wind farm has been given the 
go-ahead, others will find it 
easier to get approval. 

• by James Bryce 
james.bryce@daventryexpress.co.uk 

There are already separate 
proposals for wind farms at Lil­
bourne, Watford Lodge, Win­
wick and Naseby/Kelmarsh. 

Turbines have been ap­
proved at Swinford, just across 
the border into Leicestershire, 
and a company has expressed 
an interest in putting a wind 
farm on a large tract of land 
just to the north of Rugby. 

The potential cumulative af­
fect has already led to the area 
being dubbed the 'East Mid­
lands Wind Power Station'. 

John Platt, chairman of 
Yelvertoft Parish Council, said: 
"It was 50:50 by the end of the 
planning inquiry which way it 
would go and the inspector has 
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decided in favour of the appli­
cant and upheld the appeal. 

"Although DOC only reject­
ed the planning application on 
the Stanford Hall issue, the in­
spector did look at all the other 
issues raised during the inquiry 
and obviously didn't find any 
problems. 

"This decision will almost 
certainly have an impact on the 
Lilbourne application because 
they are effectively on the same 
site. It will also have an impli­
cation for the other applica­
tions we have in this corner of 
Northamptonshire. 

"I don't think there's any­
thing more we could have done 
as a community to oppose 
this." 

The eight turbine lilbourne 
Wind Farm is proposed for 

land immediately next to the 
Yelvertoft site. 

A spokesman for the local 
group opposing it said: "I think 
Yelvertoft may turn out to be 
the first of many in this corner 
of the district. 

"Wind farms seem to be giv­
en approval regardless of their 
benefits or impacts on the area. 
Who is going to want to live 
here - not just in lilbourne but 
the whole area?" 

Have your say 
• Write to Letters to the Editor, 
Daventry Express, 63 High 

: Street, Daventry 
• Email editorial@daventry
 
express.co.uk
 
• Text DEVIEWS (space) to
 
84555
 

If all the local schemes get 
permission, giant rotating tur­
bines could soon be a feature 
of the skyline around the Dav­
entry area. 

Sue Sherman, spokesman for 
the Winwick Action Group op­
posing a seven-turbine scheme 
near thai: village, said: "Our 
thoughts are with our neigh­
bours in Yelvertoft. 

"We are extremely upset 
with the complete dismissal 
of local democracy. We under­
stood that local opinion would 
be taken into consideration, 
but this has not happened. 

"There is an ill wind blow­
ing across this corner of North­
amptonshire." 

• For more on how DOC is 
tackling the problem of wind 
farms, turn to page nine. 

Go into battle 
with tickets 
to the perfect 
summer party 
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discuss any aspect of their dentition that they may not be happy with, or would like to improve:
COMPLETE SMILE CARE. 
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