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New MP backs campaigners in maiden speech 

ind turbines 
• 'blown out': MP•• 

THE .on-going battle 
against the building of 
wind turbines in the North­
amptonshire countryside 
has received national at­
tention, with the row be­
ing aired in Parliament. 

Daventry MP Chris Heaton­
Harris used his maiden speech 
in the Rouse of Commons to de· 
nounce on·shore wind energy 
as "folly" during a debate on en­
ergy. 

Following the debate he 
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erect wind turbines, while ap­
plications in Crick, Spinford and 
Low Spinney have already been 
approved. 

In Yelvertoft, deveioper Your­
Energy Ltd is fighting Daventry 
District Council's decision to re­
ject the plans. During the debate 
Mr Heaton-Harris questioned 

said: "1 wanted to use my WiAd fams are someIhing
maiden speech to highlight 
this battle \Vith a number of that the rest of the wortel 
wind farm proposais: 53 in to­ is steering awa, from 
tal. For me ifs a very impor­ - Chris Heaton-Hàrristant local issue and in a na· 
tional context it needs more 
thought. 

"Wind farros are something 
that the rest of the world is 
steering away from but our cen­
tral government is still driving 
through," he said. 

• 
Curreritly there are proposals 

in Lilbourne, Watford, Winwick, 
Kelmarsh and Picket Lane to 

MWHERE is the Gruffalo7'" My 
three-year-old Sophie hadn't 
read the book that much, sa 
the fact that the star of the 
show doesn't appear right 
until the end was a bit per­
plexing. 
My five-year-old Isabel was, 
though, transfixed on seeing 
the popular book The Gruffalo 
come ta life on the Derngate 
stage. 
The Tall Staries production 
team had decided ta keep 
things simple, costumes for 
the snake, mouse, owl and 
The Gruffalo were kept to a 
minimum. 
1had been expecting same­
thing rather more dramatic; 
the whole stage was pretty 
stark. In fact it took me a 

the benefit of on-shore wind 
turbines, arguing that firing up 
inefficient gas and coal stations 
when the wind stopped blowing 
undid any good. 

He told the Rouse ofCommons: 
"Leaving aside the damage these 
turbines do visually, 1 believe 

science is not on the side of this 
sort ofwind power." 

The MP has already looked 
at research challenging the ef· 
ficiency of on·shore wind tur­
bines, supported by the Renew­
able Energy Foundation, but 
plans to meet more experts on 
the subjeet. 

He added: "If we have to 
have these huge things then 
there needs to be a review. 
We need to put restrictions in 
place, including making sure 

they are ereeted at least 
two kilometres away from 
any house, like in parts of 
Europe. 

''rd also like to see the lo­
cal community benefit from 
them with cheaper energy 
bills. 

Anti-wind arm protest· 
ers from around the county wel­
comed the boost to their cam· 
paign. 

Sue Sherman, from Proteet 
Winwick, said: "With 53 turbines 
proposed in the Daventry area, 
this is simply too big a decision 
to get so dreadfully wrong." 
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Bill Beaumont with Keith Tickle (Chri 
Christopher Tickle Fund ta leuan Eval 

A NORTHAMPTONSIDRE chari 
which funds research into spinal J 
jury has been boosted bya tl7,O 
cheque from the launch of a new D 
morial fund. ­

The Christopher Tickle Fund 
set up in memory of a 23-year-old 11 
by player from Greater Manchesi 
who died from a serious neek injl] 
sustained when a scrum collapsed. 

At its launch, former England Ci 
tainBillBeaumontpresented a cheq 
for tl7,OOO on behalf of the fund 
former Welsh International capUi 
Ieuan Evans, patron of Bozeat-bas 
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